When the Family Disagrees
It is easy to miss God's caution in the area of arguing. When strong emotions get involved, it becomes easy to justify our actions. Yet, God reveals that how we fight and why we fight is what really matters to Him. Even in our tensest moments, Jesus urges us to be like Him.

Scripture(s): 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 

I. The first boundary that must limit followers of Jesus when they disagree is do not seek to __________. Paul is consistent in seeking to solve _____________ rather than merely winning __________. 

2 Corinthians 10:8-11  For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,..

 1 Timothy 3:2-3 2    An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3   not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money.

( Ask a person who knows and loves you if they see that fighting is __________ for you. 

II. The second boundary that must limit followers of Jesus when they disagree is reject worldly _____________. The weapons of the flesh gratify the __________ and undermine the work of the __________.

Galatians 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Ephesians 6:13-18) 

( Commit to using only the weapons of __________. 

III. The third boundary that must limit followers of Jesus when they disagree is to keep _____________ hearts as our essential goal. Thoughts are what we are trying to take __________. 

Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Ezekiel 33:11  "Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 

( Decide how you want to help that person to __________ in Jesus rather than how you want win the argument.

Remember this - Christians must control both __________ they fight and __________ they fight if they are going to win the battles God wants them to win.

Our challenge: Fight to think like __________ and fight to invite others to do the same.
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"Sunshine in My Soul"	430
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"All I Have is Christ"	
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